DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

It had been a drain on her vitality, which the failing
powers of old age could not make good. Anxiety
about the war weighed heavily on her,, and there
were grievous family bereavements to be borne. The
only son of Alfred, Duke of Coburg, died, and his
death was followed by that of his father. Young
Prince Christian, who had gone out on the Ashanti
expedition with Prince Henry of Battenberg suc-
cumbed to an attack of typhoid in South Africa. Of
her eldest daughter, there was the worst of news :
she had been suffering for months from agonising
pain, supposed at first to be lumbago, which
would not yield to any treatment, and now the
German doctors had pronounced the sentence
which thirteen years ago they had passed on her
husband.

All these were heavy burdens for one over eighty
years old, and her physical infirmities increased as
her life-force ebbed. She grew very blind, and could
barely read the despatches. Her appetite failed, she
had wakeful nights, and when morning came and
she wanted to attend to her work she would drop
asleep. But still she stuck to her duties, seeing her
Ministers, and inspecting troops who had returned
from the war. Once more the anniversary of the
Prince Consort's death came round : then she left
Windsor for Osborne, and at Christmas there came
yet another bereavement which touched her daily
life very intimately, for Lady Churchill, who had
been with her for fifty years, died in her sleep*
The Queen could no longer see to write in that
Journal which she had begun at her mother's desire
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